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Hello Fellow Parents,  

This is my fourth year volunteering with AEF. Before I joined the organization, like many 

people, I never really understood its importance. However, when AEF contributed $50,000 to the 

Measure A campaign last winter, the enormous impact of our donors’ support and our volunteers’ 

efforts was never clearer. This financial support was instrumental in passing Measure A, and the long-

term impact is huge. Measure A will save many teaching positions, enhance the quality of our 

children’s education, and benefit thousands of students over the next 18 years! This is unbelievable 

and now I really see why it is important to continue to support to AEF. 

Beyond fundraising, AEF is an independent non-profit organization that provides other 

services to parents and the community.  Without AEF, there would be no summer school, no mini-

grants, and no Scrip program. AEF also coordinated a valuable community forum with our board of 

education candidates last February.  AEF has been supporting our schools since 1981, and all 

Arcadians should continue supporting our great academic traditions by donating to AEF.  

Public education funding is a complex subject, and I am still learning today.  There are so 

many organizations asking for donations that it can be overwhelming and confusing.  One thing that 

is clear is that there are funding gaps that will not be filled by the State and must be filled by us. AEF 

provides critical support in closing those gaps in our children’s educational experience.  Let’s try our 

best to minimize the gaps, so our children can have the best education possible. (Please do support all 

other school-related fundraising efforts as well, e.g., PTAs, booster clubs, etc., which all serve 

important purposes.)  We are extremely careful with your donations and ensure all spending is 

necessary and impactful to our kids.  

In the past school year, AEF has provided and funded many programs, including: 

 AUSD’s emergency & communication messaging system $15,000 

 Scrip funds for classroom & school campus supplies at each site $39,000 

 Teacher mini-grants to enhance learning environments $30,000 

 Transitional counselors that help students $234,000 

 Arcadia’s annual summer school program (1st - 12th grade) tuition-based 

Here are ways you can support AEF and your children’s education in AUSD: 

 Donate by credit card online or by mailed check, and you are providing needed support to AUSD & your schools. 

(Remember to check if your company matches your donation!) 

 Shop Amazon.com through the link on the AEF website. Accessing Amazon on the AEF website credits your 

shopping to AEF’s Amazon affiliate account. (Please set your AmazonSmile’s charity to AEF, so we will get an 

additional 0.5%!) 

 Buy Scrip gift cards for all your routine purchases through AEF’s Scrip program. Scrip earnings directly fund your 

student’s school site.  Scrip is also available for purchase with a credit card using the Benefit mobile app. 

 Encourage others, your friends and family, to support AUSD and donate to AEF. 

We want our children to receive the best education, and this is only possible with the financial support of all parents in 

Arcadia. I thank you in advance for your support and let us continue to improve Arcadia schools! 

Sincerely, 

 
Allan Cheng, AEF President 

P.S. If you have ANY questions about AEF (e.g., annual appeal vs. endowment), how to volunteer at AEF, or how to 

donate to AEF, please contact us! 

cell: (650) 279-3245 

email: president@ArcadiaEdFoundation.org 


